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the life of the Parliament, for the authorised leaders
of his party* !fhe main difference is that the
presidential electors, when they have installed the
President in office, have done with the matter;
whereas our ministerial electors continue busy
until it is time to choose another Prime-Minister-
President.

This great official's chances of obtaining a further
term are largely determined by his conduct in Par-
liament. Here he is constantly on his trial, before
the jury of the nation, who will be called upon, at
the expiration of five years or some shorter
period, to render their verdict. It is towards
this high tribunal that the eyes of both parties are
turned. The nation is interested in what is being
done, mainly because of its possible influence upon
the fortunes of the parties and the party leaders.
Legislation, though no doubt in most cases
honestly intended for the public benefit, must
always be viewed from this standpoint. The
minister can never forget that a successful Act
of Parliament added to the statute-book is a point
in his favour in the contest which is always im-
pending. The Leader of the Opposition is equally
conscious that to defeat a Government measure,
however well designed it may be, is to cast discredit
upon his opponents and improve his own position.

It follows that a quite disproportionate amount
of attention is paid to the electioneering side of
ministerial projects. A bill affecting the property
and daily pursuits of millions may go through
almost unnoticed, while the fiercest conflict will rage
for weeks round some other measure which involves
partisan issues in a direct form.